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The Commands of Our Lord

“Beware of False Prophets II”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Matt 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.

I want to continue on the topic of false prophets because so many have invaded our churches in the last twenty years or so especially concerning happiness and material prosperity.  Jesus continued the warning:
Matt 24:11 “And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.”

Matt 24:24 “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”

Mark 13:22 “for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order, if possible, to lead the elect astray.”

Paul elaborated on the false teachers/prophets/brethren who come to try to deceive the church.  In the following he replies sarcastically that the church members were even accepting these false teachings:

2Cor 11:4 “For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”

Paul then commented that we should not be surprised about people coming in to try to damage the church because Satan wants to destroy the effectiveness of the church and it is easy for him to appear as a real minister of God to the undiscerning person:

2Cor 11:14 “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

2Cor 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.”

Speaking of false teachings, recently I read that a well-known pastor said that Jesus was rich (meaning of great material wealth)!  He said Jesus had a treasurer and his garments were so valuable they were being gambled for by the guards at His crucifixion.  This is the same Jesus Who said that He did not even have an earthly house in which to rest:
Matt 8:20 “And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."”

Luke 9:58 “And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."”

Jesus warned us about the dangers of working to have great earthly riches:
Matt 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

Matt 6:20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

Matt 6:21 for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

He also told us that the deceitfulness of riches can cause a person who has heard the word of God to reject it:

Matt 13:22 "And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

Jesus told us that a person who has concentrated on building up great wealth on earth will have a very difficult time with the concept of being a disciple of His:

Matt 19:23 And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Mark 10:25 "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

Peter was also a follower of Jesus who had left all of his earthly treasures to be a disciple of Jesus:
Mark 10:28 Peter began to say to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and followed You."

Some believers are wealthy and some are poor.  God does promise to take care of His children but the blessings are mainly spiritual.  Riches can be a great test of faithfulness and many people have failed.  Look closely at the lives of the apostles and you will not see anyone who was concerned with great earthly treasures.  You will see that they were taken care of by many members of churches who gave them food, places to rest, companionship, and the blessings of true friendships:

Luke 18:29 And He said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,

Luke 18:30 who shall not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life. "

The promise from our Lord is that we will be hated by everyone who hates Jesus:

Matt 10:22 "And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.

The false prophets teaching prosperity and wellness theology do not have any solid Scripture to back up their claims.  Reject such teachings quickly and do not let your natural human nature lead you to accept them.  It is very important for us to be properly discipled by the true Word of God.  Test all teachings by the whole counsel of the Bible.  

